Eight-month-old chimpanzee Lulu and seven-year-old Sherrie Gallagher take 
advantage of a snow storm in 1962. Sherrie is the daughter of former Senior Head 
Keeper Bernie Gallagher and his wife Louise. The Gallaghers hand-reared two 
other chimpanzees, two orangutans, and four gorillas, all of which were born at 
the National Zoo and whose mothers had no maternal interest in them. 
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The “new” Elephant House was built in 1903 to replace the rotting original 
octagonal barn. Because Congress appropriated only $10,000 for the building, it 
was of the “cheapest possible construction having the necessary strength,” ac- 
cording to Superintendent Dr. Frank Baker. It housed Dunk, the Zoo’s only 
elephant. Although far from elegant, it was better than any of Dunk’s previous 
homes. It even had a six-foot-deep bathing pool that was twenty feet in diameter, 
so Dunk no longer had to be led to Rock Creek for his daily bath. 
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William H. Blackburne, Head Keeper at the Zoo for fifty-two years, manicures the 
nails of chimpanzee Soko. The Zoo's first chimpanzee, Soko was four-and-a-half 
years old when he arrived here in 1915. For many years he attracted much 
attention during his meals, sitting in a chair at a table, eating with a fork, and 
drinking out of a glass. Soko toured the Zoo grounds with Mr. Blackburne and 
sometimes got a ride on the watchman’s bicycle. 
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This photograph of Easter Monday 1910 is typical of the scenes from the early 
part of the century. In the foreground is the Harvard Street Bridge, and in the 
background mobs of people swarm Lion House Hill for egg rolling and picnics. It 
took several days to clear the grounds of trash and eggshells. In those days, the 
egg rolling on the White House lawn on Easter Sunday was restricted to white 
children, so black families created their own tradition on Lion House Hill for the 
following day. 
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Babe, an Indian elephant reputed 
to be ninety-six years old, was 
retired to the National Zoo after 
fifty-one years of trouping with 
circuses. One of the most-photo- 
graphed elephants in the world, 
she was dean of the herd and a 
wise and judicious leader, having 
quelled many a stampede. In 
1934 Head Keeper William 
Blackburne appeared in the 
center ring of Ringling’s Circus 
to accept Babe for the children of 
Washington, and he walked her 
from Florida Avenue to her new 
residence at the National Zoo. 


Left to right: Mr. Gumpertz, Babe, 
Dr. William M. Mann, Mr. Robert 
Ringling, Mr. Emory, Mr. William 
Blackburne. 
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The murals in the new (1940) restaurant were designed and executed by 

Domenico Mortellito. The work involved carving, chiseling, and scraping brown 
linoleum and applying lacquers with brush and spray gun and by dripping. The 
murals covered 850 square feet and depicted Noah gathering the animals into the 


ark. In the porthole of the ark is Mrs. Noah—actually the wife of Zoo Director Dr. 
William M. Mann. 
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These emperor and gentoo penguins lived in a refrigerated cage in the Bird House. 
They were collected by members of an Antarctic expedition in 1940 and were a 
gift from the U.S. Antarctic Service. The refrigerated cage, added to the Bird 
House in 1936, was maintained at a temperature of sixty-three degrees. Artists 


from the Treasury Art Relief Project painted the background of the cage with icy 
snow scenes. 
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One of the “people-pleasers” in the new (1931) Reptile House was this swamp 
cage that housed crocodiles, alligators, and caimans. The temperature was kept at 
a tropical level with high humidity. The American Institute of Architects named 
the Reptile House the outstanding brick building in the East in 1931. 
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The Zoo has long been a popular place to bring school groups. It used to be an 

occasion for dressing in one’s finest clothes, picking daisies in the Zoo fields to 
take home to Mama, and poking fingers into cages. Here, in front of the old Lion 
House, cages have been moved outside so the birds can enjoy the sunshine. 
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In 1959 it was decided that braces had to be attached to Ashoka’s teeth (tusks). 
They were growing so close together that they interfered with the use of his 
trunk. An elephant’'s trunk is his knife, fork, and spoon, as well as his water 
pump, feeler, and weapon. The manganese and bronze braces were made by 


George Lawrence of the National Institutes of Health and attached to Ashoka’s 
teeth by Dr. R. S. Lloyd, Chief of the Dental Department of NIH. 
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This indoor flight cage was one of the most interesting aspects of the Bird House 

opened to the public in 1928. It was fifty-eight feet long, twenty-two feet wide, 

and thirty feet high. The cage featured rock work and running water at one end, a 

large pool in the middle, and a fine tree at the other end. By National Zoo 

standards, it was a most innovative exhibit. The Bird House was the first new 
uilding in the Park in twenty-one years! 
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During the winter of 1917-1918, the exceptionally favorable weather provided 
good skating on the swan pond. The ice was kept clear of snow throughout the 
season, and the appreciation of the public was such that Zoo Superintendent Dr. 
Frank Baker felt “it would seem to warrant the construction of additional lakes to be 
used for exhibits of waterfowl during the summer and skating in the winter.” 
During the time she lived near the Zoo, actress Helen Hayes frequently came here 
to ice skate. 
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“Miss Kangaroo” is greeted at the airport by Zoo Director Dr. William M. Mann 
who holds “Johnny Roo” while she holds ‘Matilda Roo.” Her visit was part of a 
promotional tour for the 1952 movie Kangaroo, made in Australia and starring 
Maureen O'Hara and Peter Lawford. “Miss Kangaroo” traveled 40,000 miles in the 
United States and Canada; at the completion of the tour, the kangaroos were 
presented to the National Zoo. Loretta North, who won the title “Miss Kangaroo” in 


a contest that attracted 80,000 young women, said she entered just to get a chance 
to visit the United States. 
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In the center of this 1897 montage, 
Head Keeper William Blackburne 
leads male Indian elephants Dunk 
and Gold Dust to Rock Creek for 
their daily bath. Rambunctious 
rogues with bad reputations, they 
were presented to the Zoo by the 
Adam Forepaugh Circus in 1891 
and were the first animals on the 
newly acquired land for the 
National Zoo. The other animals 
(clockwise, starting at the top) are: 
a Manchurian tiger, female deer, 
the male Macmillan lion, a zebu, a 
male American elk, one of the 
ostriches from King Menelik of 
Abyssinia, red kangaroos, an 
American bison, Mexican pumas, a 
male red deer, and a llama. 
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The old Lion House, demolished in 
1974, was built in 1891 for animals 
requiring heat during the cold 
months. In those days it was 
known as the Carnivora House, 
although it was home to a vast 
assortment of tropical birds and 
reptiles, monkeys, lions, rhinoc- 
eroses, alligators and caimans, 
Galapagos tortoises, and whatever 
else was added to the menagerie 
and needed to be kept warm. This 
interior view shows the glass case 
for the pythons and (in the back- 
ground) the tank for the alligators. 
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